The analysis of repeated journeys of the same individuals is becoming an important tool in the study of animal migration. This approach has been used to analyse the migratory consistency (in schedules, routes and stopovers) of various species, with implications for the understanding of navigation mechanisms, travel strategies and conservation. However, few studies have addressed the individual consistency in pelagic long-distance migrations, in particular in the routes followed in different years. By analysing 100 journeys from 35 individual Cory's shearwaters, Calonectris diomedea, that repeatedly migrated to the South African region we examined the fidelity to migratory paths and stopovers of a transequatorial seabird migrant. Cory's shearwaters showed an overall trend to be faithful to their routes in different years, which was particularly obvious in the first (southbound) part of the outward migration. Nevertheless, we did not detect any individual consistency in the final part of the outward migration, in the return migration or in the location of the stopovers. The fact that Cory's shearwaters can be either consistent or inconsistent in different parts of their routes is possibly related to the variability of the external factors (such as wind conditions and location of good foraging areas) found along the way. Ó
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Individuality in behavioural traits is increasingly becoming the focus of studies of animal ecology (Dall et al. 2004) , including those related to migratory movements (Alerstam 2006; Vardanis et al. 2011; Brodersen et al. 2012 ). This individual-based approach has been made possible by technological advances in tracking systems, which have allowed researchers to discover the previously unknown migratory routes of several species (e.g. Green et al. 2002; Alonso et al. 2008; Bairlein et al. 2012) , and to analyse in detail intraindividual variation in migratory patterns, such as year to year consistency in time and space (Dias et al. 2011; Guilford et al. 2011; Vardanis et al. 2011; Stanley et al. 2012) . Repeated measures of single individuals can also provide fundamental cues to understanding the causes of variability in migratory behaviour (for example, the relative role of genetic background versus environmental conditions; van Noordwijk et al. 2006) , and also to unveil the mechanisms underlying long-distance navigation (Alerstam 2006; Guilford et al. 2011) . By repeatedly tracking individual birds it was possible, for example, to show that (at least some) terrestrial long-distance migrants do not rely on learned visual maps of landscape features for most of the journeys to and from the wintering areas (Vardanis et al. 2011) .
Various degrees of behavioural consistency can be found among migrants (Sutherland 1998; Alerstam 2006) . Some species are clearly more faithful than others to their wintering sites, routes, stopovers and timings (Sutherland 1998; Catry et al. 2004 ). Most studies carried out so far on fidelity to migratory paths and stopovers have focused on species that migrate mostly over land, such as passerines, storks, geese and raptors (Fox et al. 2002; Berthold et al. 2004; Catry et al. 2004; Alerstam et al. 2006; Vardanis et al. 2011; Stanley et al. 2012) . While some studies have analysed spatial consistency during migration in pelagic travellers (Hunter et al. 2003; Phillips et al. 2005; Broderick et al. 2007; Guilford et al. 2011) , none have attempted to disentangle the fidelity to routes or paths from individual consistency in winter destinations. By controlling for the effect of winter destination we can understand whether the route consistency revealed by species that use several geographically isolated wintering areas is a consequence of their fidelity to wintering sites or whether it is an individual choice for a specific path in subsequent years.
Several studies have revealed the exceptional migratory performances of many seabirds (Croxall et al. 2005; Phillips et al. 2005; Egevang et al. 2010; Kopp et al. 2011) , in particular of shearwater species (e.g. Shaffer et al. 2006; González-Solís et al. 2007; Guilford 
